


These two puppet
shows bring life to
the pages of these
two classic tales.

“Children need opportunities to
approximate reading. They learn by
being immersed in written language
and by seeing us and their classmates
demonstrate what seems doable and
worth doing, but their engagement
comes in part because we convey the
expectation that they can do this.
They learn by use, by practice, and by
informed responses, which help them
do with our support what they can
soon do independently.
Both the Three Billy Goats
Gruff and Caps for Sale are books
that we call “Emergent Story Books”.  Three Billy Goats Gruff
We use them in our Kindergarten lllustration by Clark Bruorton
classrooms because they contain
strong story elements, character, settings, protdenh solution.”

-Nora Polansky, Principal
William O Schaefer Elementary School
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On two 24-foot wide playboards and a 10-
foot tall canopy of trees, bunraku puppets act
out the familiar story of the cap salesman who
fell asleep under a tree and woke up without
his wares. Afterward, three increasingly large
billy-goats attempt to cross a bridge in
defiance of an obnoxious ogre.

Our production involves creative
extensions of the stories, along with call and
response moments that involve audience
members as storytellers, helping to drive the
story forward.

These productions are designed for
elementary school stages or theaters up to 800
seats. With a cast of just three performers this
is an affordable alternative to our large
theatrical productions.
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